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Preparations for the caravan took place from July 
2015 to March 2016 with the work of a light 
coordination committee composed of CMAT, 
COPAGEN, Synergie Paysanne, and CEED. The 
committee was responsible for the overall 
organization of the caravan. It was supported by 
FIAN international, Bread for All, Oxfam Solidarity 
Belgium, Bread for the World, GRAIN and CCFD. 
At the country level, the national platforms were in 
charge of organizing the caravan.

First, the TORs were developed and validated. 
Skype meetings were held frequently as part of 
the decision-making process. Discussions 
between mobilization countries focused on, 
among other things, participation, fundraising, the 
development of the Book of Convergence, steps 
to be taken with authorities for security and 
borders crossing, communications strategy, and 
strengthening the program. Physical meetings 
were also held during the CSA meeting of the FAO 
in Rome in October 2015, the Agroecology 
Symposium in Dakar in November 2015, COP21 
in Paris, and the workshop on land grabbing 
organized by BFA in Bern, Switzerland in January 
2016. Working with other organizat ions 
broadened the scope of action.

In addition, a supervisory mission to Burkina Faso, 
Mali, and Senegal (the caravan route) took place 
in February 2016 to assure that the authorities 
were aware of the activities and able to facilitate 
border crossings. This also helped ensure good 
communication with all organizations in charge of 
receiving delegates.
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INTRODUCTION

ur West African social movements and civil 

Osociety organizations, engaged in the defense 
of rights to land, water, and seeds met in Dakar 

in October 2014 as part of the African Social Forum. As 
activists and movements, we are committed to 
protesting and fighting against all natural resource 
grabs as well as the systematic violation of human 
rights that accompanies them. That gathering in Dakar, 
where we shared our ideas, led us to recognize the 
essential intertwinement of our struggles and the need 
for solidarity. We met again in Tunis for the World 
Social Forum in March 2015 where we continued this 
dialogue with movements and organizations around 
the world. The result was the Global Convergence of 
Land and Water Struggles. 

The statement Rights to Water and Land, a Common 
Struggle, Dakar to Tunis: Declaration of the Global 
Convergence of Land and Water Struggles  contains 
the vision, principles, and aspirations of the 
Convergence. It serves as the basis for the 
construction of a strong and united movement to fight 
for policies that highlight our human rights and our food 
sovereignty. The signatories of the declaration 
committed themselves to continue the process of the 
construction of this Convergence from the bottom up, 
with the Declaration as a common set of principles and 
actions. In this spirit, several organizations from 11 
West African countries set up the regional platform of 
the Global Convergence of Land and Water Struggles 
– West Africa in June 2015 at the Nyéléni agroecology 
center on the outskirts of Sélingué, Mali.

 The Global Convergence of Land and Water Struggles 
– West Africa is composed of more than 300 peasant 
organizations (including pastoralists, fishers, forest 
workers, and others) and organizations representing 
victims of land and water grabbing (in rural, peri-urban, 
and urban areas), evictees of popular districts, youth, 
women, and grassroots organizations from the 15 
countries of the ECOWAS and UEMOA spaces. It 
includes active networks such as ROPPA, which are 
recognized by regional intergovernmental institutions. 
The organizations and social movements are 

THE REALIZATION OF THE CARAVAN

It was done in two stages, namely preparations and 
conduct.

Preparations

organized in national platforms in order to carry out 
activities as part of the Convergence. The first action 
taken by the CGLTE-OA was a regional Caravan that 
passed through Burkina Faso, Mali, and Senegal. 
Some country delegations traveled even farther to 
reach those meeting points. The caravan was 
additionally promoted by several sub-regional 
networks, among them, ROPPA, COPAGEN, COASP, 
RBM, Via Campesina Africa 2, No Vox Africa, AFSA, 
and We Are the Solution.  

 This document capitalizes on the different actions 
carried out during the caravan.
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THEMES OF THE CARAVAN :

The West African Convergence has a vision of 
territories that are managed by and with communities. 
They are made up of family farms and based on 
peasant agroecology and the right to food in the 
context of food sovereignty. This perspective aims to 
develop local food systems, biodiversity, control of our 
seeds, and respect for natural water cycles. As a 
vision, it applies to rural, urban and peri-urban 
populations and includes respectful producer-
consumer relationships of mutual solidarity and 
cooperation.

For this purpose, all along the journey of the caravan, 
discussions were focused on land and water 
resources as a whole, as well as on claims and 
proposals informed by human rights and agroecology. 

Several West African movements and organizations 
held launching ceremonies for the caravan in their 
own count r ies  before i ts  officia l  s tar t  in 
Ouagadougou. These events took on different forms 
in each country based on national priorities. The 
themes of the ceremonies were linked to the 
"Declaration of the Global Convergence of Land and 
Water Struggles and the Book of Convergence, 
which developed the claims and proposals of the 
movement. Debates, press conferences, peasant 
seeds fairs, and other activities were part of this 
process. 

The need to defend communities' rights to land and 
related resources is critical in villages, family farms, 
pastoral areas, grazing lands, fisheries (including 
riparian and coastal areas), and other territories. Any 
collective land heritage must be based on participatory 
and inclusive governance mechanisms. Mega projects 
such as dams, industrial free zones, and chaotic 
urbanization will not respond to today's challenges. 

In West Africa, peasant farming feeds over 80% of the 

population. Indeed, the first investors in the region's 

agriculture are West African farmers themselves. 

Food sovereignty is the right of peoples to healthy and 
culturally appropriate food produced through 
ecologically sound and sustainable methods, including 
their right to define their own food and agriculture 
systems. Enforcing secure access of peoples to land 
and natural resources is essential to:

Ø promote local production systems with the control, 
management and access of communities and 
populations to land, water, natural biodiversity 
(cultivated and raised), and all other natural 
resources.

Peasant are the guarantors of the preservation of 
biodiversity, of access to healthy and nutritious food, 
and of the sustainable management of natural 
resources. Secured access and control by 
communities over land, water, peasant seeds, and 
all natural resources are therefore vital factors.
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Launching activities

LAND AND WATER, A COMMON HERITAGE TO PRESERVE

Land and water are not commodities!

No to the commodification of our lands ! 

No to the dispossession of our forests, streams, 

 minerals and rivers !

PEASANT AGROECOLOGY AND FOOD SOVEREIGNTY: OUR CHOICE! 
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Ø apply agroecological practices from knowledge that 
is in harmony with agro-ecosystems, habits, and 
customs. This synergy will forge change agents 
who are able to organize. They will be collectively 
independent from chemical inputs that keep 
farmers in the vicious circle of indebtedness, 
destroy ecosystems, and heat up the planet.

Ø develop urban and peri-urban areas surrounded by 
green belts (agriculture, livestock, fishing) and 
plentiful local markets that prioritize relationships 
based on respect, cooperation, and mutual 
solidarity - particularly in rural areas. 

Ø defend the rights to select, preserve, multiply, 
exchange, or sell seeds and species - whether they 
be plant, animal, or other forms of biodiversity. This 
includes traditional and local seeds, which are 
agricultural resources providing food and animal 
feed for today as well as for in the future. Seeds are 
naturally able to reproduce: they are neither 
homogeneous nor stable. They allow for diverse 
practice of peasant agriculture that respects the 
environment and responds to the challenges of 
climate change. In addition, these peasant seeds 

offer true independence and autonomy to family 
farmers and help guarantee food sovereignty.

Industrial agriculture is in opposition to our values and 
practices with its hybrid or mutated seeds, GMOs, 
chemical products, and intensive livestock. It 
deforests, pollutes, and depletes our environmental 
and our social-cultural systems.

So-called 'climate-smart agriculture', programs such 
as the New Alliance for Food Security and Nutrition, 
Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest 
Degradation (REDD+), or any other form of carbon 
commodification or greenwashing will fail to respond to 
our issues and challenges. These are false solutions, 
and they will not allow us to promote our own 
agriculture and food systems. 

The liberalization of our economies through trade, 
including the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) 
and contracts of fisheries. Together with other 
agreements, these trade deals go against fair and 
shared prosperity in the context of strong and 
protective regional integration for development.

Ø The full realization of human rights are essential for 
a life of dignity and for the well-being of peoples, 
particularly the rights of women, the right to 
adequate and nutritious food, the right to water, the 
right to land, and the right to local peasant seeds 
through food sovereignty.

Ø Freedom of movement:

- for people with and related rights, 

-  for animal grazing (internally and across 
borders) and husbandry without police 
harassment 

Ø Communities and activists defending these 

rights are constantly criminalized, constituting 

permanent and blatant violations of human rights 

and of our commons.

We have the obligation to denounce violations and 

act to defend our rights! 

Defending our rights is never a criminal act!

Stop the criminalization of human rights defenders! 

Stop the repression and intimidation!

Capitalization Document  - Caravan March 2016

Hands off our lands, our homes, our activists!

RESPECT  OUR RIGHTS: Mobility, work, dignity  and gender equity!

THEMES OF THE CARAVAN :
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La nécessité de défendre les droits fonciers collectifs 
des communautés se pose avec acuité pour les 
espaces vitaux dans les villages et les terres familiales, 
pour les espaces pastoraux, de transhumance et 
halieutique, pour les espaces riverains et côtiers, etc. 
Ce patrimoine foncier collectif doit s'appuyer sur des 
mécanismes de gouvernance participative et 
inclusive. Les grands projets comme les barrages, les 
immenses zones industrielles, l 'urbanisation 
chaotique ne répondent aux enjeux d'aujourd'hui.

We can't talk about the Earth, without talking about 

water, not to mention seeds. We must put all of our 

effors together and converge, because united we 

are strong.  That is why we are here, to  loudly tell  

the AU and ECOWAS authorites that our countries  

are on the wrong paths. They have to take our 

demands into account. So many of our land are 

being grabbed." 

"The cause of land, water, and 
seeds that you are defending is our 
cause. I salute you because you 
are carrying the burden of this triple 
issue, I would say carrying a great 
utopia. I salute you for having 
undertaken such a hard activity. It's 
the expression of a great civic 
commitment to the service of a 
great cause. Your diversity proves 
that water land and seeds are at 
the heart of the community of our 
country, indeed the common 
destiny of humanity" 

Koniba Sidibé, Minister* (Mali)

"The Caravan is an initiative of 
citizen mobilization. It comes from 
West African social movements 
working to defend their rights and 
bring their claims against resource 
grabbing, by putting forth solutions, 
such as peasant agroecology." 

“I will faithfully convey your 
m e s s a g e  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t 
authorities. We hope to find a 
so lu t ion  for  equ i tab le  and 
sustainable resource access for 
the well-being of our peoples.”

.The UEMOA biosecurity policy 
seeks to introduce and promote 
GMOs, and we denounce that. The 
draft does not mention the risks of 
GMOs.”

Jean Paul SIKELI, 
COPAGEN (Ivory - Cost)

"Your quest for land, water, and 
seeds is a noble quest. I can only 
encourage and congratulate you.”  

 Lamine Sagna, 
Governor Kaolack (Sénégal)

"In order to win our fights, we need 

to have the authorities on our 

side. Everywhere we went, we felt 

that they were receptive. It's a 

good start."   

“Policies related to land, water, and 
seeds must  benefit  people, 
particularly peasants. That is why 
we support  th is remarkable 
initiative implemented by the 
Convergence... We are currently 
experiencing the construction of a 
strong movement that defends the 
rights of the people’’." The market was excellent. It was 

a good opportunity to highlight the 

c o n c e r n s  o f  f a r m e r s  a n d 

broadcast  their messages"  'Peasant seeds remain local and traditional. They earn and must be 
exchanged to strengthen our historical practices and share them with 
other villages..”. Anne Bersone – BEDE, Segou (Mali)
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* Minister for the Promotion of investment and the private sector 

Sofia Monsalve Suárez,  FIAN

VOICES

Luc Agbalou, No vox - Benin

"Each day we see farmers 
dispossessed of their only goods. 
Local politicians and corrupt 
village leaders do business with 
agro-industries and populations 
are prevented from accessing 
water. Privat ized seeds are 
promoted in favor of outside 
financial interests. For us, these 
projects amount to the death of our 
region. … This mobilization is 
proof that we must not let up and 
give in to despair ", 

Ibrahim Coulibaly, ROPPA 

‘‘The sons and daughters of 
peasants who were lucky enough 
to go to school and journey 
outside are the scapegoats of the 
land grabbers. They say that 
Angel Gabriel sent people to help 
fight this misery. Women and 
children work. Our study showed 
that the massive acquisition of 
land in Upper Guinea is a terrible 
deal’’

 Mamadou Diallo Malhado, 
COPAGEN, Guinea 

"The landless are the most 
vulnerable people. Our lands are 
continually colonized by large-
scale industries. We are a 
country of uranium, and pastoral 
lands have become sources of 
income' 

Almansoul Mohamed, 
pastoralist group - Niger 

"GMOs are a danger to humans, 
animals, and the land. Patents are 
a dangerous weapon in the hands 
of multinationals. If we do not take 
on this struggle, we will lose our 
local genetic heritage." 

Baba Maiga, 

Governor of Kayes (Mali) 

“We realize that we are in a 
position to influence regional 
policy. The challenge now is to 
bring the vision of our Book of 
Convergence into the long term 
and to develop a strong plan of 
action’’ 

Chantal Jacovetti, 
CMAT - Bamako (Mali) 

Edwin K. Bangurha

SILNORF, Sierra-leonne

Governor of Région of 
Ups-Bassins (Burkina Faso).

Florian Jacquelot, 
CCFD Earth Solidarity. 

Massa Koné, 
Spokesperson of Caravan
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DELIVERING OF THE GREEN BOOK

The Book of Convergence, the CGLTE advocacy 
document, was given to authorities in nearly each 
locality visited by the caravan. This includes the 
WAEMU commission in Ouagadougou, the Governors 
of regions, several Ministers in Mali and Senegal, and 
finally, the Director of the Cabinet of the Minister of the 
African Integration of Senegal, representing Macky 
Sall, President of ECOWAS.

Mali

Burkina Faso

Minister of the justice
Tambacounda

Governor of région - Kaolack Director of Cabinet du Minist. 
of african  integration  - Dakar

Ministre de l’Invest. et du secteur privé 
et le Governor - Sikasso

Senegal

Pdt de la Commission Dev Rural
 (Assemblée Nationale) - Bamako Governor of the region - Kayes

Governor of the région of ups Bassins - Bobodioulasso.

Capitalization Document  - Caravan March 2016
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THE CARAVAN ’S STOPS
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  Kayes11 - 12 march

Ÿ Opening ceremony presided 
over by the Governor and 
handover of the Green book

Ÿ Forum on mobility and food 
sovereignty

Ÿ Field visits 
Ÿ Cultural evening

  Kaolack15 march

Ÿ March of almost 3 km with 1,000 people to denounce the 
grabbing of our resources and the projects and activities of 
transnational corporations that destroy our common heritage; 

Ÿ Reading of the declaration of Kaolack to the Governor of the 
region

Ÿ Workshops around environmental and agro-ecological issues
Ÿ Sharing of experiences
Ÿ Cultural evening
Ÿ Fields visit to a site where land was grabbed for Jatropha 

cultivation by an Italian company ANOC (African National Oil 
Corporation) to Ourour community

 Bamako9 - 10 march   Bamako

e
Ÿ Opening of the 3  Edition of the 

Village of Landless, with more 
than 1,500 participants of 
downtown Bamako marching to 
the independence monument; 

Ÿ Series of testimonies and shared 
experiences of different countries

Ÿ Workshop on the Declaration of 
the Rights of Peasants and 
Other People Working in Rural 
Areas 

Ÿ Forum on the land issue
Ÿ Official ceremony of the Green 

Book

 Sikasso7 - 8 march

Ÿ Conference and round table on 
s e e d  q u e s t i o n s ,  f o o d 
sovereignty, and methods of 
conservation

Ÿ Fi lm and even ing  ba la fon 
(traditional Malian music)

Ÿ Seed exchange
Ÿ Delivery of the Green book to the 

Governor of the region and the 
Minister of Investment.

Ÿ Launch of the right to food observatory
Ÿ Debate on land grabs
Ÿ Workshops on peasant seeds
Ÿ Delivery of the Green book of convergence 

to  WAEMU’ Minister or Agriculture  
Ÿ Declaration on access to basic resources

 Bamako  Ouagadougou3 - 4 march

Ÿ Workshops  on  GMOs, 
pesticides, and agroecology

Ÿ Visit to Samandeni where 
land was grabbed for the 
construction of a dam, 
resulted in the displacement 
of nearly 40,000 people 
(who are landless and 
without housing)

 Houndé - Bobo5 - 6 march

Ÿ Meeting with the authorities, 
including members, the President 
of the Country Council, and mayor 

Ÿ Forum on land grabs and peasant 
agroecology attended by the 
Minister of Justice. This highlighed 
the cases of Wassadou where 
some 10,000 ha of  land is 
monopolized by a Lebanese 
businessperson; 

Ÿ E x h i b i t i o n  o f  s e e d s  a n d 
transformed agricultural  products;

Ÿ Delivery of the Green Book to the 
Minister of Justice and local 
authorities

 Bamako13 - 14 march  Tambacounda

 Bamako   Dakar17 -20 march

Ÿ Organization of three panels on 
the themes of the caravan 

Ÿ Official reception of the caravan 
with the presentation of the Green 
Book to the Chief of staff of the 
Ministry of Integration appointed 
by the Chairman of ECOWAS, 
Macky Sall

Ÿ International Conference on the 
Right to Food and Nutrition - FIAN 
International

Ÿ Review and recommendations of 
country delegations

Almost 3000 km were traveled by bus. Eleven stops 
were made throughout the three countries crossed. 
The majority of participants were women and young 
people. Those participants realized nearly 50 
activities in 17 days. Each activity was related to the 
concerns of ECOWAS peoples in regards to land, 
water, and peasant seeds.

Ÿ Reception of the delegation of Mauritania and other 

peasant organizations (UGPM, FADEC, the collective 

SAMM SA  MOOMEL  DE DIOGO, CERFLA de 

LINGUERE, les OP de la vallée, RADI and the civil forum. 

More than 700 people attended these activities

Ÿ Popular Forum on agricultural and pastoral land 

threatened with mining and urbanization.

  Mekhe15 march

Ÿ Reception of 450 participants by the local Committee, 
attended by a delegate of SAED in Ross-Béthio, the Mayor 
and the sub-prefect of N'Ndiaye. 

  Rosso (Saint Louis)14 march

  Diamniadio16 march

Ÿ Meeting point with the second 

Mauritanian group ;

Ÿ Official Ceremony of the caravan, outline, 

commitments and speech ;

Ÿ Forum on water, with a special focus on 

the consequences of deforestation, 

pollution of water, and land sales 

Ÿ Passing the Green Book of Convergence 

to the Minister of Regional Integration.

(the route)
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On the basis of a communication plan, the 

communications component first focused on press 

releases, facilitation of press conferences (with the 

support of media to cover the event), and the designing 

some gear (tee-shirts, scarves, bags and badges). 

Then, a digital campaign took place as part of the 

caravan. For this purpose the following tools have 

been implemented: 

 COMMUNICATIONS :

Facebook page : 
www.facebook.com/caravaneterreeau

blog : www.caravaneterreeau.info

http://caravaneterreeau.info/?-Messages-cles-

http://caravaneterreeau.info/?-Declaration-

http://caravaneterreeau.info/?-Sur-le-web-

http://www.rfi.fr/emission/20160317-burkina-mali-senegal-semences-caravane-eau-oxfam

http://www.rfi.fr/afrique/20160310-mali-etape-caravane-eau-terre-semences-bamako

https://blogs.mediapart.fr/catherine-morand/blog/070316/caravane-ouest-africaine-sur-leau-la-terre-les-semences

http://www.panapress.com/Manifestation,- mercredi-a-Bamako,-de-la-caravane-ouest-africaine--Droit-a-la-terre,-une-lutte-
commune---12-630472898-99-lang1-index.html

ü

http://caravaneterreeau.info/?-Livret-Vert-de-la-Convergence-6-

http://farmlandgrab.org/uploads/attachment/FIANFrance-HorsSerie1.pdf

Images showing activities throughout the caravan 

were published on this page. 

Press articles, Key messages and videos were also 

published on the Facebook page. 

The blog does more than just providing information. 

It acts as a basis for capitalizing on our experiences 

throughout the caravan. 

twitter account : @caravanecglte

In addition to the key messages, the caravan's 

position and ongoing actions (via photo and video) 

were updated on Twitter. Follow-up has been done to 

update our constituencies on a more permanent 

basis. 

- the facebook page, counted more than 100 Posts from 

March 2 to 29, 2016 and more than 13 109 people 

affected.

- For the twitter account, 93 tweets were published and 

obtained 356 subscriptions and 85 subscribers during the 

same period.

- Finally for the blog created almost at the end of the 

caravan on March 17, with 34 publications and totaling 

335 visits, an average of 25 visits per day.

The Caravan attracted both local press at the level of the 

different countries but also international press including the 

classic newspapers and those online, BBC and RFI.

http://ccfd-terresolidaire.org/infos/souverainete/afrique-de-l-ouest-une-5427

Capitalization Document - Caravan March 2016

From the analysing our  impact :

Some links to visit  

https://ssl.translatoruser.net/bv.aspx?from=fr&to=en&a=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fcaravaneterreeau
https://ssl.translatoruser.net/bv.aspx?from=fr&to=en&a=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.caravaneterreeau.info%2F
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(natural and cultivated) such as seeds and 
biotechnology based on the Land Policy Initiative 
(LPI) from the AU and the land tenure guidelines 
(FAO-CSA)

Ÿ revision or removal of legal texts that criminalize 
peasant seed producers and defenders of 
peasant rights.

- To defend human rights and communities, the 
rights of farmers, workers, and activists 
committed to the defense of these rights and all 
rights related to choose ones mobility.

Ÿ public policy that promotes land securitization, 
small business and the development of family 
farming. This includes thousands of small farms 
that nourish and enrich our countries and are 
based on farmer agroecology in the context of 
food sovereignty. It further includes breeders, 
herders, pastoralists, and their spaces (tracks, 
water points, etc.), fishers, livestock and 
fisheries areas, forest workers, and forest areas.  

Despite the success, some difficulties occured:

- Lack of  preparat ion in certa in stages 

(accommodation, restaurants, activities) due to 

the very short time for preparation and late 

obtaining of funds.

- Shortcomings in communication between 

francophone and anglophone countries, and in 

coordinating national platforms.

- The reluctance of some NGOs to engage in the 

g r a s s r o o t s  a c t i o n s  s u c h  a s  p o p u l a r 

mobilizations

- Senegal's referendum on March 20, 2016, 

coincided with the arrival of the caravan in 

Dakar, making it impossible for the caravan to be 

received by a Minister or the President of the 

Republic.

DIFFICULTIES ENCOUNTERED AND LESSONS LEARNED

 
RECOMMENDATIONS

Some critical elements:

- Improvisation in some activities that were not 
in the original program;

- Taking national agendas into account to better 
articulate activities of the caravan;

- The interconnection of the struggles of social 
movements engaged in these dynamics;

- The broadening of the base of the Convergence;

- The recognition of the CGLTE by the authorities at 
the sub-regional level;

- The creation of solidarity and the formation of new 
friendships and alliances.

Despite some difficulties, the synergy of action 
through a movement with a common vision has 
allowed us to consolidate dynamics of struggles, both 
at national and regional levels

At the end of the caravan, each delegation was able 
to transmit recommendations for follow-up, both in 
writing and in oral presentation:  

The Global Convergence of Land and Water Struggles 
- West Africa must become a constructive force of 
proposals and actions in: 

r the application of the texts and international 
guidelines including:

Ÿ The Guidelines on the Responsible Governance 
of Tenure of Land, Fisheries, and Forests, 
adopted by the United Nations World Food 
Security Committee.

Ÿ Articles  9 of the International Treaty on Plant 
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture 
(ITPGRFA) 

r the development and implementation of national 
and regional text on land and water including 
surface  water and groundwater biodiversity

Capitalization Document  - Caravan March 2016

Land, water, seeds, farming, pastoralism 
and fishing



12

The Global Convergence of Land and Water Struggles 
- West Africa will maintain a monitoring committee:

Ÿ on the policies of Governments on the topics (land, 
water, seeds, agricultural policy, etc.)

Ÿ on the criminalization of the victims and rights 
defenders who denounce, protest and act, both 
communities and individuals; 

Ÿ biodiversity (natural, cultivated and raised), 
biodiversity boxes, and peasant seeds; 

Ÿ against land grabbing in the countries involved.

That the West African Convergence will conduct an 
educational and training campaign:

Ÿ ; on the rights of communities

Ÿ on land, water, and biodiversity as vital common 
goods for now and in the future; 

Ÿ on peasant agroecology and against industrial 
agriculture and its deadly chemical input, including 
excessive mechanization, especially on the 
multiplication of  seeds, the use of hybrid and 
mutated seeds, biopiracy, and GMOs

That the West African Convergence consolidates 
itself in:
Ÿ strengthening the country platforms, reaching out 

to other organizations ;
Ÿ developing synergies cross-country via thematic 

areas and joint activities;
Ÿ organizing a second caravan in 2018.

Consolidation of the CGLTE OA

That the Global Convergence of Land and Water 
Struggles – West Africa is visible and communicative 
among members in:

Ÿ Developing a communications plan;

Ÿ Creating a website to that can be updated by all 
platforms

Ÿ Producing a quarterly or a newsletter to share the 
actions of all Member platforms; 

Ÿ Realizing

o radio, songs, performances and commercials 
on these themes for the visibility of the 
platforms and the Convergence;

o documentary films

o case studies that document natural resource 
grabbing and our struggles against it

Ÿ Translating the Green book of Convergence into 
different African languages and providing an audio 
version to make it accessible to all

Ÿ implementing a system of monitoring at national 
and international levels for the follow-up of 
recommendations.

Ÿ the Organization of an annual meeting of  
convergence actors to review outcomes and 
contribute perspectives.

Follow-up

Some faces along the periple

«'We want you to join us in the fight 
that we start against Monsanto. We 
want to claim compensation from 
Monsanto for the years of losses 
they have imposed on us”

, Mohamed Traoré,

 Bobo-Dioulasso (Burkina Faso)

More Voices:
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Strengthening of communication

“They destroyed all the Nere and 
the shea butter, as well as the 
seeds and almonds we use for the 
transformation of agricultural 
products. The dam has also 
increased the precariousness of 
our situation.”  

Dam victim, Samandeni - 
Soungalodago (Burkina Faso).

“Our grandparents have left us 
with a genetic heritage that we 
must pass on to our children. 
Otherwise, they risk becoming 
slaves at the will of companies 
producing seeds.” 

Alimata Traore, 
Cofersa - Sikasso (Mali) 
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The Caravan for land, water, and peasant seeds was 
an event that clearly and deeply impacted populations 
and authorities. This was due to the themes and topics 
addressed along its journey from Ouagadougou to 
Dakar, via Bamako from 3 to 19 March 2016. In 
addition to land, water, and seeds, topics such as the 
harmful effects of chemical inputs, current issues of 
pastoralism, fishing, mining and migration issues, the 
employment young people, women's secure access 
and control over land were also widely debated. 

With a firm conviction to an ECOWAS region where 
people live in security and peace, the Global 
Convergence of Land and Water Struggles - West 
Africa continues to commit to:

-  addressing national administrative and political 
authorities and regional institutions on rights 
related to land, water, and seeds;

-    raising awareness on peoples' rights, as well as on 
the challenges and issues associated with 
resource grabbing;

-    mobilizing organizations and social movements for 
the construction of a movement that will assert and 

secure the rights of communities and promote 
peasant family farming based on agroecology in 
the context of food sovereignty;

-     exposing and acting against the criminalization of 
the victims and advocates of human rights related 
to land, water, and seeds. In this light, we demand 
the release of activists who are unfairly 
imprisoned for having defended our heritage, in 
the face of multinationals and modern slavery - in 
Sierra Leone, in Mauritania, and in all other 
countries in Africa and around the world.

-    strengthening our national platforms and synergies, 
as well as the regional and international Global 
Convergence of Land and Water Struggles by 
multiplying our alliances, notably with the Global 
Network for the Right to Food and Nutrition.

The results achieved through the caravan show that it 
was an overall success. This success should allow us 
t o  b e t t e r  o r g a n i z e ,  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e 
recommendations made above, future caravans which 
we see as necessary.

Ÿ That the human rights to water, food, and land 
are fundamental, and crucial for life. All people, 
women, men, elders, children, rich, poor, rural 
and urban, are entitled to them.

Ÿ That water and land are not only vital natural 
resources, but are also part of our common 
heritage, whose security and governance must 
be preserved by each community for the 
common good of our societies and the 
environment, now and for future generations.

Ÿ Water, land, and seeds are Commons, and not 
commodities.

Ÿ We recognize that States are legally and 
constitutionally mandated to represent peoples'  

interests.States are therefore duty-bound to 
oppose any policy and international treaty that 
undermines human rights and their own 
sovereignty, such as Investor-State Dispute 
Settlement schemes as included in the 
Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership 
and the majority of investment treaties.

Ÿ Land and water management policies should 
promote the achievement of social justice, 
g e n d e r  e q u a l i t y,  p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  a n d 
environmental/climate justice.

Ÿ We take a firm stand against foreign occupation 
and domination in all forms.

THE PRINCIPLES OF THE CONVERGENCE

CONCLUSION 
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Our solidarity, grounded in our commitment as activists, is built upon the following principles 

and convictions that unify our struggles:
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Benin: SYNPA, No Vox, ONG VISION POUR 

L'AVENIR, ASSOPIL-ONG

Burkina Faso: Syntap/LVC, Association Terre à Vie, 

MSP-DRO.L, RESACIFROAT, FENOP, CEAS, FIAN 

Burkina Faso, INADES-FORMATION, etc. 

Ivory Cost : INADES, OJAEM, CAOPA, CAU-CI/CI-

BIOV, ACEPACI, OIP (COMMUNAUTE PAYSANNE 

GUITRY), PFEVISA, Environnement cadre de vie, 

CSCI, COPAGEN CI etc. 

Gambia: FPV-GF, CNOP-G, ONG AJUPE/ COPAGEN

Guinea Conakry: CNOPG,.... 

Ghana: ECASARD, 

Mauritania :ROSA , FONDAH, SYNDICAT, FNEM

Mali: CMAT (AOPP, CAD Mali, CNOP, UACDDDD, 

LJDH), WILDAF, BEDE, COFERSA, TONUS, ADDAD, 

CRSC - KAYES, GRDR CMDE, etc.

This initiative could not have been achieved without 

multiple forms of support, and for that we are grateful. 

We would like to extend our most sincere thanks to:

-  The administrative, political and customary 

authorities as well as the security forces of West 

Africa, particularly Burkina Faso, Mali and 

Senegal for having facilitated and secured the 

passage of the caravan.

-     To the men and women of the press for the media 

coverage of the event, especially to the 

Campaing Growing and Ciné Droit libre who 

contributed heavily to the success of this 

adventure.

-     Officials of civil society organizations, especially 
grassroots organizations, for their outstanding 
participation in the debates and their sucessful 
activities at different ports of call of the caravan;

-    To the leaders of ROPPA, COPAGEN, GRAIN, 
AFSA, La Vía Campesina, and COASP, for their 
valuable support and technical advice.

Finally a big thanks to those who have trusted in 
whom some were calling crazy people for having 
initiated this adventure. We appreciate the financial 
support of Bread for All,  Brot für Die Welt,  Oxfam 
Novib, FIAN International, CCFD Earth solidarity, 
FAO, HEKS / EPER, MISEREOR, Inter Pares, Rosa 
Luxemburg, and Fastenopfer. 
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Niger:AREN, ROPEN, CAPAN, APESS, ROTAB, 
PFPN, COPAGEN, etc.

Nigeria: CEED, les amis de la terre, etc. 

Senegal: CNCR, FSS, Enda Pronat, FAPD , ACCES, 
WOOBIN,  UCT, FERME KHAYDARA , APROFES, 
ASDES, CARITAS KAOLACK, SYMBIOSE, YAAKAR 
NIANI WULLI, CERFLA, CODEN, COPAGEN SN, 
RENOLSE, FENAB,  ASPSP, RNFRS, RNCPS. 

Sierra Leone : SilNorF,

Togo : Floraison, ASIPTO, CECODRI, 
NoVox/ATTAC Togo, INADES Formation, etc. 
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PICTURES FROM CARAVAN 

des marches 

workshop, exhibits of local products and peasant seeds, domestic workers also took part
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Fields visits (site of land grabbing in Caussanar - Senegal, agroecological and fish farm in  Kayes - Mali, 

and site of land grabbing in Samandeni - Burkina Faso), security was also ensured

March for a better governance of land tenure in West Africa

 

... also cultural evenings, dances and performances to proclaim peace and integration
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